H2                The Mahabharata : A Criticism.
Sahadeo. Pandu was now satisfied, but forgetting his
curse one day fell a victim to his amorous inclination,
Madri burned herself upon his pyre, while Kunti with
her five sons was reached by the Brahraans of the
forest to Hastinapura. The sons of Dhritarashtra, jealous
of these new members, raised some objections, but
Dhritarashtra and Bhishma hailed them as the sons of
Pandu and admitted them to the family.
Such is the mythological account of the birth of
the Pandavas, the heroes of the Mahabharata war.
All nations and all religions have invested the origin
of their heroes and their prophets with mysterious and
supernatural surroundings. And we need not wonder
howthe Hindus attribute divine origin to their hero.es sup-
posed to have been born five thousand years ago. There
are, however, some who look to noble and divine deeds
only and care little for divide or supernatural birth.
Such men like to simplify mythological stories into
their natural aspects, and one would not find it difficult
to rationalise the above account if one omits the curse
and the divine Mantras mentioned therein.
We may here state who Kunti and Madri were.
Kunti, the Mahabharata relates, was the daughter of
Shura, the father of Vasudeva, and grandfather of
Krishna. She was called Pritha, or the big, and was
given in adoption to the king of Kunti Bhdja, who
was his (Shura's) paternal uncle's son, and was hence
called Kunti, She married Pandu at a Swayamvara.
The Bhoja kingdom was towards the south of Hastina-
pura and extended probably over the western limits
of Central India. The Bhojas and the Yadavas,,